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: Simmons wants spies, armor,
--"- and IJteel $et:uring Ute (locJr.

Hunwees, or high UlobilHy Jnllltipurposo
wheel~d vehicles, were inlroduced in the mid-
1980s to tra,nsport troops ~1\(J equipment III

. c,}Jggedtel'l'liin. '111(:vehicle, with armOl", c;>&L':J
about $11>0,000. - .

Simmons said LhEi.t out ui' the' 11,000
HUlnv~es in Iraq only 2,000 have the up.armor,
He added it would cost $72,000 per vehicle to
get the proper armor on imd protect troops. 'l1\e
upgrade would cost $648 million, using the
Congressman's figures.

. Why aU Ute changes?
.According to Simmom" the war un terror did

not begin 011Sept, 11, 2001, It bega.rl with the
Iran Hostage Crisis In lY79, when Iranian mill-
tan13 stormed Ule Uni~d StaW::I Embas:sy in
J'elmUi ~nd took 52 Americans' hostage. The'
hostages were held for 414 days,

6utlrnorls also said that hI 1983, a tiuicidQ
car-bomb~r blew up ~he U.S. Eltluassy 111Beirut,
kiU1J\g17 America-us. . .

Willi Ulese events, th~ war 011 terror began.
aut ISimmons said the UniterJ States l\l.iled to
r~8pond uutil it camE:hom~ Oil Sept 11, 2001

"There was a change ill attitude to atldn:11J8
the problem of terror,w Simmons said, .'1:0 for-
mulate a plan that doesn't. wait lor tile next

. attac:k." .
But a.<;lde1'rol1\ the adulLio1\ of tlpies I1Il<J

llr1nor to vehicles, 8im1l101l8said, a w~ to end-
ing terrorism iti to lcaavepolitics at holtle,

"As Americans we should lIouor Ute dealre
for equality," Simmom; said, "W~ have to bet1er
develop a system of communicElUon (interna.-
tionally) 50 we can aU live, ouruwn Jives with
our own vlJJues without killing each oth~r"

notary club member Walt~r Ilus.hak said he .
invited tlw congressman to 5veak at Lheir meet'
ing because he is concemed about America for-
getting about tile war on terrorl~m,

"There is one and 1\:5serious," Bushak said,
HU8hak said he and Simmons are both mem-

bers of the. Reserve Officers As~Ot:iatiOH,If,col-
lection of ve~rans tlLJcttserved as olficers.
Simmons spent 19 wontl1S in Vietnam, where
he earned two Brollze Star medals, He has 0.160
worlc~d for t11~Central IntcUigenc~ Agency.

Nick Anthony can be n:Jached at nc.mtho..
nY@fUIWlJirtain/l81-ald.co-mor by calling (8(jO)
225-4~OI,.art 225. .
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. SOlll'JUNOTON - U.S, ll~p, Hol>ShnmoJlli, It-.
2nd D19trict, lIaid ti\~ United States needs to

. iJ:\crease funding for the War on Lerrol' and
i cluiilge the way (hat it Is being Cought at a
Rotary. Club meeting Wednesday.

. According to Sitruno~ls, America needs to
Improve its human int.elligence and upgrade its
armored iniJitary vehIcles.

S1J\uhOnB saitl that while Am~1'ican intelli-
gcmce is .incredible at intercejJting conununica..
tiol1 via technical systems, such a8 cell phones

;or satellites, it, relies too heavily upou these
means,

"Humah intelllgence is what we are weak
on,~ Shmnons said. "They (terrorist gl'OUpS)
don't communicate by ceU phones; in Somalia
they u3ed drums, and nobody k.new how to read
tl.enl." .

8inllnons said terrorist groups lire highly
trahled, and to solve thls, our country needs
more spies. However, spies are Bot professionals
.lhll.t can be ~rained overnight

"To get a persOll who knows tile language,
becomes familiar with tile area and'can be dis-
creet tnl(es five to 10 years," Simmolltl said.

Simmons was aspy for tlle U,S. himself after
he served lor 20 monUIS in VietHarn, fie could
not say where but added that he is fluent In
Vieb1ametle and ChiIl~se. He also said that he
spent five Years in tbe Far East collecting infor-
mation CorAmerica.

SinunonB also decried the fate of A1nerican
troops hi Iraq, who are doIng their jobs wlt.hout
armor~d liW11Ilees. According to tile congress-

'man, when Umnvaes are made and used ln
AIrlei'lca they don't need added armor. However,
'Uu~oue:s shipped to Iraq do, he said.
.' "They didn't need the up-9.cmoc in the lirst
place b~use the vehicles were behind tM
'nLles.Now we're putting them ln the front of the
Hnes," and in ord~r to pl'otect troops, the vehi-
cles need to have the up-annot, Simmons said.
. 111e up-armor is a l,OOO-pound layer ot pro-
tection against non-go~ernJUenta.l orgal1i~tibns
l!Jato~err9rist groups that Use roadside bombs,
,grenades a~ld !arg~aliber buUets. 'Ille annor
.prov1des ac~i:J.opy over the Hul1lvee's passenger
'compar.b.nerit, w1U\ plates formillg heavy doors'.


